ISLAND ON THE EDGE OF THE THIRD MILLENNIUM
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On top of all the red tape, our trip in
s now run into bad weather,
HrpOTT 15 |

smperatures plummeting
=nd Victor Bursiein in
part of the world you can even be
unded for anything up to five or ten

the island of Big
Called Ratmanova by the Russians, it lies
slap in the middle of the Bering Strait,
forty kilometres on esch side from the
Ll Amers




aali i arven

" vendent! da

Sibwria

i € tricheco pi
Irientale,

Some cruft objects made from mammotk
and walriex ivory from eaxient Siberia

will toast the arrival of the third millenndum
eleven hours earlier th
Hyped up by comme:
millennium festive

n Italy
ial ventures, the
ef has been raging
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coral atolls have been vying to hure
seeking the thrill of popping the first

bottles of champagne, and s0 winning a
place in the Guinness Book of Rec

Uam
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A Chukeki from the remotest areas of

Siberia

In actual fact the first day of 2000 is only
the beg

twentie

ning of the last vear of the

enlury, given that there was no
year zero, The nice round figure of 2000
has, however, cuptured the imagination as

a symbaol for i new era

The first people to enter the third

ium will be those on the Western
the Diate Line, established by the




and West basicaily fo
i but in some ar

g the opposiie 0
jour hours and have to repeat the

Only the islanders of Tonge, Fiji and

Chatham will be able to admire the first
dawn of the new year from their own
country, The B
attracted most in g the huge
millennium’s
eve, the g in the Date
Line Hotel in the capital of Nuku alofa
will be able to have their photograph
taken in front of the sign proclaiming
“Here, where time beging™.
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Soto, ¢ aceanto, | bambing wWvono a ireito
conlaito con (¢ renne con le quali imparans
o familiarizzare fin do piccolissimi

In questo monde avarn, i margine di
Jopravvivenza ¢ estremarnenle basso, Alla
elevatissimia mortalitd infontfle si
aggikngona la mibercolosi ¢ altre malaitle
difficili da curare per la mancanza di
collegamenti.

Below and oppodsire, children live in close
contact with the reindeer, becoming very
Sfamiliar with them from a very young ape.
In this harsh world, the margins for
survival are very slight, In addition to a
high infant mortality rate, tuberculosis is
rife wnd orher diveases are difficult to trear
because of communications problems,

A desira, con semplici wiensili, i Clukei
Intagliane con maestria l'avorlo di

tricheco, rappresentando § momenii soliens

della loro vita quetiaiamna.

Right, using radimentary sools the Chikoki

skilfieily carve a walrus fusk fo represent the

key momenis in their evervday life.

The Republic of Kiribati, including the
Gilbert Islands, Phoenix and the Line
Islands scattered along the equator,
resariied to a gigantic publicity stunt
With remarkable foresight, seven years
ago the povernment moved its border for
the new day 30° eastwards, that is by
1,600 kilometres. Overnight the patives
of the Caroline Islands found themselves
shead of the others. This ploy of shifting

the Date Line was immedizte]
condemnéd by the authoritative Royal
Geographical Society, the Greenwich
Dbservatory, and many other
geographical institutions,

A carcful examination of the globe,
however, reveals that the key place for the
turn of the millennium is the little-known
island of Big Dromede: 169" longitude
West, where the Date Line swerves

180° menidian, thus aveiding Chukot
being divided into Saturday and Sunday.
The furthest point east from Greenwich,
this is where the new dawn will break
And here the celebrations will take place
nineleen minutes before the islands of
Tonga and forty-four minutes before Fiji.
Our helicopter skims low under the thick
celling of heavy cloud. On the right are




Paging accanto, una pelle df irichece el
sari wrilizzate per la costruzione df un
umiak, if leggero canoite che viene wsito
dagli indigeni del Grande Novd,

Opposite, a walries hide will be used 1o
constrct o nmiak, the laht canoe nsed by
the narives of the Great North,

the waters of the Bering Strait, on the
left, the green tundra with low hills stll
capped in old snow. An hour and a half
age we left the town of Provideniya und
more recently Lorino and Lavrentiya,
According 1o our American map, we
should now be over Naukan, but there is
no sign of it. The pilot explains that the
Eskimo village, built around 1400, was
abandoned forty years ago.

We reach Cape Dezhney, the castermmost
Russtan point, known in Europe as East
Cape. At the centre of a rocky

promontory, about 700 metres up, a white

obelisk with a bust of the discoverer
stands out from the cloudy grey
background.

The pilot veers round 1207 and

Botte, maschera sciamanica in avorio di
tricheco. Thide, XIX secolo, (Fotografia di
Francesco Ferruzzi),

Below, Welrus-ivory shameanise mask. Thale.
1%l eenuary (Photograph by Franceseo
Ferruzzi).

in no time we are above the majestic Big
Diomede. At least 400 metres high. the
sheer cliffs are inaccessible from the sea
and the low rounded hills have paiches of
snow which won't even thaw by the end
of the brief Arctic summer. The wild land
is only covered by a light carpet of
lichens, There are no animals, only sea
birds and paffins, There have been no
inhabitants since 1947, when they weare
deported to the

mainland




Peagtine gocanio, prota i arpione in avorie,
Cealftera el Meare i Bering, Alaska 500 0.C. -
SO0 . (Fotografia di Francesco Ferruzzi)

Chopoite, the tvory p of o harpoon, Bering Sea
eultrare. Alaska 300 BC- SO0 AD | Phaovogroph
by Francesco Fervizzi),

Softo, diee cocctater? df fnchecir nello Stretto Jf
Beving. Nel F879, passd do queste pari i "Voga”

defle sedose Nordenskiold ohe per prime eirrumna-
vige if comtinente eureasiaiico, Alla storico vageto

prtecipd aniche ufficiale iwliane CGloceice Bove,

Betow, two waalrms Marters in the Bertng St fn 1879,
Vewer ot sahipr oy the Swealisfe eoplorer Nordenskipde!
pased dhrough the simair on the firs eicammiavgation
of the inent. An fadian efficer, Clcrmmn
Bowe, ook pert on this i vovage.

In bewsse, colosife o otaeie sulla riva delio
Stretio df Bering, Otario deviva dal greco ¢
sigmifica “orecchie™, Quesi animali, che
vivemw in grenudi comnnita, durarte limeerno
niigrane verso | clint pitt caldi del Giappone.

Botiom, a codary of ataries {sea fions) o the
Bereis of the Bering Strait, The wend otary
dertves fromm the Greek e means “ear”, These
antimals ihve i farge commanities and fnowinter
miigrate towards the milder efimes of Jopan,

0 make way for a handful of military,
brought in to defend the northernmost
point of the island,

Our arrival is a special event for these
men completely cut off from the world.
Once the sight of a helicopter was fairly
common. But now that Russia is in an
economic crisis and no longer has the
resources to sustain the army, helicopters
only land a couple of times a year with
food supplies. Life here for the twenty-
eight soldiers really is tough. They are
demotivated and what makes matters
worse is that they are out there on their
own, symbolically marking an almost
meaningless border.

Gennady, a lad from the Moscow
suburbs, should have finished his military
service two months ago, bat he is soll
here becavse the helicopter due to bring
his replacement was grounded, first by



i3

bad weather and then because there was
no fuel. *
question. "Dehydrated potatoes, kasha (a
kind of barley broth), dried fish and
tinned food, Every now and then we can
enjoy some lard, Fruit and vegotables?
You've gol to be joking, 1 can't even
remember what they taste like. In
summer we pick a few herbs that grow in
the tundra or gather sea bird’s cggs on the

What do we eat?” He echoes my

Pagina accanto, wn rompighiaccio nelle
acque delle Seretto di Beving. Dhirante
{imverne | commvogli di nav raggiungono la
Cliwkorka partendo da Murmansk ¢
seguendo | Possaggio Settentrionale,

Opposite, an ice-breaker in the waters of
the Bering Strair. In winter convoys of ships
recch Chukot from Murmansk by following
the Northern Passage

cliffs.”” Not surprisingly most of the
military personnel have various kinds of
problems duee 1o a diet very short in
vitamins: infections, night blindness,
wothache and acne.

The accommodation is terrible. They
sleep in 4 squalid shack in dreadful
conditions with no hot water and outdoor
latrines. The dormitory is cold and it's
gasy to imagine what it must be like in

Sotto, le Grande Diomede & 1 wltimo lembe
off ferra ressa (169°01 " long. ovest) € i
trova a M fusi oran vispetto ol ltalia. £
Tunga otte chifometrl ¢ larga guattro

Below, Big Diomede is the last sirip of
Ruzsion land { 169701 {ong. west) and is 11
ttme zones away fromt taly; it measures
efght by four kifometres.
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winter when the sun barely scrapes up
over the horizon and the temperalure is
wi at -30°C with polar winds howling
over the island, But what is even more
suriking is the decay and mess: rusty old
harrels and abandoned 1waols, broken
windows, Giorgio Fornari, our film
ector, who has spent most of his life
filming in hot countries, can hardly
belicve his ¢y ks like a war has
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Sotte, la caceia alla balera con ieso def
tradizionede arplone. La comvenzions
dnternazionale permette alle minovanze
etniche o carturare it di cente balene
{anne.

Below, hunting whales wirh the tradirional
harpaon, Ar internanional comvention
allows etlinic groups to capiiune ax many as
e ftenelred whales a year,

I basso, sulla spiaggia i Laveentija glace
fa carcassa oi wra balena tagliota a pezzi il
ghorne precederiie.

Baitom, cui tp te previows day, a laree
whale carcass lies on Lavrentiva beach.

Just ended™.

There is no quesiion of any fun or
entertainment. There is no leave and the
soldiers never see their family during the
two years of conscription, Free tme is
spent watching television - only one
channel with terrible reception. Anyone
wishing to wark out by Iraining with
weights in the improvised gym will burn
up the calories, and they are never in amy

Pagirna gocanio, un dnziono ciukeio.
Ciardy non esisteva o Stretto di Bering o §
continenti erane wniti, era possibile
milgrare dall ' Asia all ' America.

Oppaosite, an elderly Chikeli. Before the
existence of ife Bering Stralt, the continents
were SE Joined together and migrations
centd oecur from Asta o America.

great abundance. So the favourite pastime
is simply sleeping.

Only four kilometres of seq separates the
island from the United States island of
Little Diomede, less than three kilometres
long. On Big Diomede it is Thursday, but
over there, beyond the imaginary Date
Line i is still Wednesday, Whereas the
Russians on Big Diomede will be the first
to see in the new millennium, the
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La Gronde Diomede. Unia pattuglia russa
asserva Imgalok, i minascolo villaggio
exchimese di apprena 8O abitantl, situsto

sull’oppesta Pieeola Dy
apparienenie aoli Staii Uniti, Le die ixole
SOno 51 segitaiafe sulle carfe geografiche

el 1732

Rig Dhiowmede. A Russian patrol observes
Ingaluk, a thy Eskimo village af onlv ¢lghty
Dhadsivants simited on Litde Diomede, juxt
oppasite but in United States territory. The
twe rxlands have featired on naps since
i732

Level inl perduatrizione
i Strearr di Bering

Below, fronfier soldiers sunvey the icy

winters af the Berimg Stralt sepa
Sibwria amd Alaska

Americans and the neighbouring island
will only raise their glusses twenty-four
hours later. From the enst coast you get o
good view of Ingaluk. the timy Eskimo
village whose eighty inhabitants have
tidily arrnnged houses, a litde school, a
shop and a Catholic church

From Big Diomede you can sée the
seaplanes or helicopters coming in o
guarantee a decent way of Tife for the

In bersso, postazione pilitare rossa sulle
de Lo L'isarla fu sy
expordione ruxso Dezioy i
ciimt prremsn clef

645,

1Y st
i de. The i vers elinee

Russian explover Dezhnev In 1648, elg
rx before Vieuy Bertng satled through the

sAfrond.
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neighbouring istanders. In 1926, in this
arca the explorer Diamond Jenness found
some remarkable items from the ancient
Okvik Eskimo culture, dating from the
third century BC.

Every now and then, an America
submarine surfaces offshore. but no
sirens sound, because no one believes in
the enemy threat any more,

One of the soldiers usks why we have
comée. |y w explain that [ wanted o
explore and film the place where day
beging. He stares at me incredulously,
probably wondering if I have some fresh
bread or an apple, Bot more likely, he 15
dreaming of the day when he will finally
leave this forsaken island at the edge of
the world.

Lvstetfe vera alire i Clreodo pofare drtice é
di breve durata, o di notte il sole quasi
AR TR TEL,

Swmmer inside the Arctic Circle is short-
Lived, Bl at night the sun alinast mever sels,




