Angkor Vat, the most important temple
in the ancient Khmer empire (889 - 1432)
and the architectural crown piece of

its culture has again become a place of
pilgrimage for Buddhist monks

AHrkop-Bar, “xpam cToAnUbl” ApesHero
KMepcKoro uaperea (869 - 1432),
COBEpPLUIeHHOE apXHTEKTYPHOE NPon3-
BEAEHHE ero rpaHnAHOIHOA KYAb Ty,
CEeroAHA ONATE CTAA MECTOM
nanomMuH4ecTea 6y A AHACKHX MOHaxoB

as
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this wild exuberant growth lies my goal:
Angkor, the mythical centre of the
K npire, over 10 s old, only
iscovered in 1861 by the French bota-
nist Henri Mnuhm
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took control of the region once and
for all. At the time, I rode from temple to
temple on the back of an elephant,
feeling like an intruder, afraid I might be
violating the s stones. Never be-
fore and nowhere else in the world had 1
: a eriect symbiosis of nature
fter all these

In an
kilt}nml

Nature versus culture: the jungle seems
to be on the verge of engulfing the
ruined temple of Ta Phrom. Yet,

that's what it has been trying to do for
centuries - without success

fpupoaa NPoTHB apXHTEKTYPLI:
KaXeTch, AXYHIAH XOTAT NOrA0THTL
paspywarolwnica xpam Ta-dpom,

HO NONLITKAE AAMTCA CTOAEBTHS H AO CHX
nop He yBeH4YaAach ycrnexom
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Constructed by King Surjywarman II
(1113 - 1150), this immense complex is
52 metres high and surrounded by a wall
with a perimeter of four kilometers. It

is the crowning work of class
architecture and is covered by fantastic
sculpture and sophistic:

liefs depict not only the numerous Khmer
gods but also scenes from the every-day
life of this era.

Enormous rectangular artificial lakes
and irrigation systems all around Angkor
allowed rice to be harvested three times
a year. This formed the basis of the city’s
wealth, making Angkor the centre of

the largest East-Asian empire, While still
at its zenith, Angkor was destroyed by
the Siamese in 1432, gradually losing out
entirely to the jungle. Before long, the
tigers, snakes and apes were in charge here

ted the city, the sta-
tues of the deities and demons pulling on
the body of the mythical serpent “naga™
were still standing along the stone bridge
which leads to the main entry to Angkor
Thom. Today, all that is left of this
bridge is a pile of rubble. Man has suc-
cessfully destroyed within 20 years
things which managed to sur

six centuries of exposure to natural
Jjungle forces. The busts of the sacred gods
have been decapitated or mutilated,
while the reliefs, ornaments and even the
statues of the light-blue “apsara” dancers
have been smashed. And after the
vandals came the robbers, selling antique
treasures of inestimable value to tou-
rists as souvenirs. Although Cambodia’s
cultural pride is now being guarded to
some extent, antique stores in Bangkok
are still well stocked with artifacts

stolen from Angkor.

The barbaric Red Khmer were fol-
lowed by the Vietnamese. Admittedly, in
the twelve years in which they occupied
the country they did at least leave Angkor
in peace. Yet, they exploited the sur-
rounding jungle without mercy, rigorously
clearing it away. There is barely a tree
to be found on the four-kilometre long
road linking the French colonial town of
Siem Reap built in the Thirties with
Angkor Wat,

Now that Cambodia has opened up its
borders ever so slightly to tourists, visi-
tors are able to admire the antique beauty
of the imperial city. But for how much
longer?

Unfortunately, there is a risk that this
complex may lose its unique magical
appearance forever. Some of the temples
have lost their legendary green coat of
protection. Hundreds of workers are cur-
rently restoring the weathered monu-
ments, burning off the surrounding vege-
tation and leaving behind them bare
earth in the process. Considered to be the
most precious Khmer temple and sur-
rounded today by a scattering of deadly
mines, Banteay Srei, the small “Citadel
of Women” constructed in 967 from
pink stone, has been “violated” in a simi-
lar way.

“We’ve been lucky again - the Khmer

The Khmer builders used strict geo-
metrical principles to build their shrine
of Angkor Vat. With its sophisticated
architecture, the centre of the temple
symbolises the navel of the world and
also the gate to heaven

CTpoHTeAs KMepoB COOpPYXarH AHrKop-
Bart B cTPOrHX reOMeTPHYECKHX
nponopuuax. LLeHTp Xpama cHMBOAH-
3HpyeT “nyn 3emMamn” M 0 AHOBPEMEHHO
HebecHele BpaTa
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Farmers still enter the southern gate of
Angkor Thom on ox-drawn carts -

just like they did one thousand years ago
(top). Since Angkor was discovered

by the French, a lot of them have become
interested in the ancient site

CeroAHA, KaK W TeIcaYy AeT Haszaa,
KpecTeAHe MPoesalT Ha TeAerax,
SANPAXEHHbLIX BOAGMH, Hepes 1o MHbIe
Bopora AHrkop-Toma (Bsepxy).
OTHPLITLIA hparLy3om AHrkop
MOCTOAHHO NMpHBAGKaA BHHMAaHHe
cooTeyecTEeHHHKOB AHPH Moy

rebels did not show their faces”, said a
soldier in the team accompanying me, a
foreign legionnaire serving with the
UNO. This region, located only 35 kilo-
metres from Siem Reap, is still controlled
by the Khmer,

On one particularly nice day, I see a
number of dainty dancers in shining
sarongs on the steps leading to the At
Phrom temple. They are moving grace-
fully, sensuously and with extraordinary
precision to the slow rhythm of the
“khlong” - reminiscent of the famous
“apsara” dancers. At the height of
Angkor’s development, more than 600
young girls danced to the kings’
delight. Here in At Phrom, nature’s supre-
macy is particularly in evidence -
enormous trees and bushes dwarf the
precious buildings,

A number of different international
initiatives want to assist in the tre-
mendously expensive task of restoring
Angkor. But [ have my doubts: how
worthwhile is it really to go to gargantuan
efforts to renew a ruined city, given
the fact that it can never be restored 1o its
original state in the first place? In fact,
Claude Jacques of the French School of
the Far East goes as far as to criticise
the removal of the sumptuous vegetation.
He argues that the trees and bushes play
an important role by protecting the
temples from rain and sun, All that needs
to be done, he claims, is to keep their
growth under control.

[ also believe that the harmony be-
tween stone and flora should be
preserved. Yet, by turning Angkor into
an open-air museum, its fascinating
magic is destined to be destroyed.

But as long as the discussion continues,
Aeroflot will take you to this beautiful
ancient site, flying Moscow — Dubai —
Vientianne — Phnom Penh and back. M

Western Mebon

Wesfé*r'n Baray

Kpacus u rpan-
MHO3EH, Yrpo-
JKAIOUT M He
3ATPOHYT LHBHIIH-
JaumEei Tponnye-
CKHit Jec Kam-
oomxm. Kapkui
H BIAXHBIA
VIVIIIMBEIA BO3-
LYX HATIOEH 3allaXaMH CHUIOMIHX
pacTeHH. Penkue conneunsre ayqn
NPOGHBAIOTCA CKBO3B IYCTYIO YAILY
BETOK, JIHAH H NAMOPOTHHKOE, BHCAYHX
KOpHei fepesbes. B nenrpe stux
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View across Angkoer: the
divine Khmer kings reigned
over all South-East Asia
trom this unique city-temple
complex. Now, modern
Cambodia has finally redis-
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% Ho0 CHI MiNK

M N T U b Noak Pean S=TSom:

34pociieH HAXOAUTCH Mos LeJIb:
AHI'KOp, MHCTHYeCKas CTOJIHIIA KMep-
CKOro naperea, Toneko B 1861 rony
OTKPBITaR DPaHUYICKHM BOTAHHKOM
Anpu Moy, Eii cerie TBICSIYH JIeT,

H Bor onu: “romypam” - Mony-
MEHTA/ILHBIC CHSIOLLHE BOPOTA AHTKOp-
Toma, aHTHYHOR LUHTAJe/IH KMEpoE.
Bnanu Boapeiuaercs TPAHIHO3HEIA
TOPHBIA XpaM Baiion B thopme nupamu-
b1, CAMOE YIUBHTEIBHOE apXHTEK-
TYPHO® NpoH3IBeleHHe Hallel LIHBHJIH-
381K 216 OrpoMHBIX JHL Bynner
YKpamaor ero 54 6awsn. Ho ge Tonsko

Byma oxpansier ator I'PAHIHO3HLIN
FOPOI-XPaM - BCH TEPPHTOPHA OCHOBA-
TENLHO 3AMHHHPOBAHA BOHHAMH-
HOBCTAHUAMM (PYHPHITAMH), TaK YyTO
BOCTOMHBIE “ROPOTA cMepTH”
HENPOXOLHMBI,

Briepnnie s yaunen AHrkop B 1972
FOJLY, KOra HAXOMMIICH TAM Ha CBOJ
CTPIAX H PUCK CO clielnacnioprom
IOHECKO. A cnyers HECKONIBKO Henelb
NEHANLHO SHAMECHHTBIE “Kpacible
KMEpbI” OKOHUYATENBIO BIsIH 1011, KOH-
TPOIL 3Ty Teppuropmio. Korna s #a
CIUHE CIOHA MANOMHHYAN OT XpaMa K

: IVIETNAM;"
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Weathered treasures: Banteay Srei, the
“Citadel of the Women" was
considered to be the most precious
temple produced by Khmer culture

Berxoe cokposHule - BarTen Cpa#,
“UMTEABAE XKeHIMH ", CHHTaeTCA CaMbIn
LieHHBIM XPAMOM KMEPCKON KyAL TypL!

XpaMy, MHE Ka3al0Ch, YTO S He3BaAHbIH
rOCTh, KOTOPLIA OCKBEPHAET 3TH
cpsncHHEIE KaMHau. Hugorna v Huroe
npexiae He BHIET A TAKOr0 COBEpIleH-
HOI'0 cHMOHO034 MPHPOIL] M KYILTYPEL.
U teneps, MHOTO JIET CTIYCTH, 3TO
3pENTHIIE 3aXBATLIBAET AYX.

Anrkop-Bar, “xpaM CTOJIHIIBL", caMOe
DOaBII0e KYIETOROE COODYHEHHE
[IAaHETRI, IPOCTHPAETCH HAl rOpooM
pymH, packuHyBmHMcs Ha 200 kBan-
paTHBIX KHiloMeTpax. BemnuecTeeHubIil
KOMILISKC XpaMa BRICOTOR 52 MeTpa,
OKPYKEHHBIH YeThIPEXKHIOMETPOBOH
IJIHHBI CTEHOH, MOCTPOEH B AIIOXY
npasncHns kopong Cypeasapmana 11 u
ABNAETCH 0OPA3LIOM COBEPIIEHCTEA
KIACCHYECKOH KMEPCKOM APXUTEKTYPEL.
CreHbl ero HenenperHsl hanTacTH-
YECKH MCKYCHBIMH H M3LICKAHEIMH
peibedamu, H300paKamuMH He
TONBKO CLEHBI H3 KMEPCKOH MHbOIIOTHHA,
HO H BYIHHYHYIO 3H3HL TOH 3TMOXH.
Benukonenssbl CTATYH MHONOYHCIIEHHEIX
KMepCcKHX D0roe.

Boanlife IpAMOYTOILHEIE HCKYC-
CTBEHHBIE MIPYILI H OPOCHTEIBHBIE
COOPYEHUA BOKPYT AHIKOpa JIe/IalH
BO3MOXKHBIM cOOp YpoxKas pHca TpH
pasa B Tojl, YTO ABIAIOCE OCHOBOM Bo-
rATCTEA TOPOJIA, KOTOPBIA ObLI IIEHTPOM
BEJIMKOH BOCTOYHO-A3HATCKOHA HMIIE-
pun. B 1432 roay BOHHCTBYIOIIHE
CHAMLIBI PA3PYLLAIA IBETYIIIA AHIKOD,
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PYMHBI KOTOPOIO
MEJIJIEHHO, HO
BEPHO TOCNIOTHIN
kyHriH. Yepes
HEKOTOPOE EpemMs
aneck CHOBA
LAPWIH THTPBI,
3MeH H 00e3bAHLL

B Moe neproe
MocenieHne AHIKO-
pa craTyH GOTroB H
HeMOHOB, IepKa-
I[HE MACTHYECKYIO
KoOpy Hara Baois
KaMeHHOI'O MOCTa
LIIABHOIO BXOIA
Anrkop-Toma, OnI-
11 ellle B XOpolleM
cocrosHuu. Cero-
IHHA 5TOT MOCT SBIsIeT coGoH HArpOMO-
#enne Kamued. To, 4yTo HE YIATIOCH
PaspyLUUTh CTHXHAHOH MPHPOIE A YH-
rJ1eil Ha MPOTAXEHHH LISCTH CTOJICTHH,
YyenoBeK YHHUTOXHUI B TeyeHHe 20
seT. BrocThl cBATEIX 06e3riaBieHs] HITH
H3YPOIOBAHEL, pelibedsl, OPHAMEHTEI H
Maxe rojyoble CTATYH TAHIOBILHIL-
amncap pa3OHTHI B KYCKH. A 33 BAHIANAMH
MPHIILTH TPadHTeNH, KOTOPBIE PACIIPO-
JIaJTH OeciieHHble AHTHYHBIE COKPOBHIILA
TYPHCTAM Ha CYBeHHPEL. XOTH KYILTYp-
Hoe Hacaenue KaMGomxu B nocinenHee
BpeMs MOCTATOMHO XOPOLIO OXpa-
HAETCH, AHTHKBAPHBIE TABKH BaHrKoka
BCE elle IIPEeBOCKOAHO CHAOXKEHBI
KpajeHbIM H3 AHTKODA.

3a BApBAPCKHMH KPACHBIMH KMEpa-
MH TIPHIILTH BeeTHAMIIBL OHH XOTh
M OCTABHJIH B IMoKoe AHrkop Ha 12 ner
cBOEel OKKYITALHH, 3aT0 DecnoiaiHo
HCIOB30BATH OKPYKAIOIMNE K YHTIIH,
JKEeCTOKO W CIJIoIbL HX BeIpyOad. Ha
YeTRIPEXKHIOMETPOBOH JOPOre OT
Anrxop-Bata no dpaHIly3cKoro KoJjo-
HuansHOTO ropoaka Cum Pun, noc-
TpoeHHOTO B 30-€ ol NPOLILIOTe BEKA,
gfBa JIH MOXHO HAATH MECTEYKO B
TeHH.

C Tex nop kaxk KamBomxa cTana B
HEKOTOPOM CTENEHH OTKPhITA LA
TYPH3MA, TIOCETHTEIH MOTYT HACIAHTh-
¢l [IEPBO3TAHHON KPACOTOH [PEBHETO
ropoma - mo KpaiHen Mepe erne cerofH.
CyILIeCcTBYET OMACHOCTh, MTO 3TOT
KOMILIEKC MOXKET [IOTEPITh CBOK) Mari-
YecKyIo npenecTh HaBcerna. M B camom
mese, HEKOTOPBIE XpaMbl yake Donblie
He OJICThI B CKA30YHOE 3CIeH0e
nokpbieano. CoTHH pabOYHX BBELIH3bI-
BAIOT TIOJIYPa3PYLIEHHBIE TAMATHHKH
no GecKa, CKHTas [IpH 3TOM

PACcTHTENBHOCTh M OCTABIAA 3a CODOR
roayio semiio. [logodHsM obpasom
owln “ocksepren” u banTen Cpaf, ma-
neHBKasA “IIHTANEb KeHIHE",
nocrpoenHas 8 967 roay, - npocto
HEMUYKHEA H3 po3oBoro kupimya. Ona
CUHMTANIACE CAMBIM JIParolleHHbBIM
XpaMoM KMEpOB, a CEerofHs He TOJIBKO
orojieHa, HO W OKpyKeHa MHHAMH,
pa3BpocaHHBIMH B OKPECTHOM JIECY.

“HaM Moeesno - Mbl He BCTPETHIIHCh
C ryYHpHJLIaMH”, - 3aMETHI OIHH COJI-
AT U3 MOEH FPYIIBL COMPOBOMISHHA,
KOTOPBIH CINYKHT B HHOCTPAHHOM
nernone OOH. PervoH, HaxonaIHACH
Bcero B 35 KM ot Cum Puna, 10 ¢HX
IOP KOHTPOJAHPYETCSH KMEPCKHMH 10~
BCTAHIIAMM.

OnHaXIEl B 3aMeYaTelbHO ACHBIA
HeHb f BHIe] Ha CTYIIEHAX XpaMa
Ta-PpoM HECKOJBKHX HU3AMHBIX TaH-
HOBIIHIL B ﬁJIE‘rCTHLLlHK capoHrax, KO-
TOpbIE BMTATHCEH FPALMO3HO, YYBCTBeH-
HO H HEBEPOATHO TOUHO B MELICHHOM
purTMe “KioHr”. OHH HATIOMHHIIH MHE
FHAMEHHTBIX TAHLOBIIHIL-ATICAD: BO
BpeMEHAa PAaclBeTa AHTKOPA 3/1eck
raunesano Honee 600 OHBIX HEBYIIEK,
yenamaad koponei. B Ta-Mpome
ocofeHHO YYBCTBYETCH BIACTE TPHPOJILI
- OTPOMHBIE J€PEBBA H KYCTAPHHKH
BYKBATRHO “HaBsiT” LEHHYI0 APXHTEK-
TYDPY.

Paznuynabie MeXIyHAPOIHBIE 00-
LLIeCTBEHHBIE OPTaHM3aLMH CTPEMATCS
YCKOPHTB UPE3BRIMARHO JOPOTYIO
pecrappaiHio Aurkopa. Ho y mens, na-
TIPHMED, BOSHAKAIOT COMHEHHS, CTOHT
JIH IIOJTHOCTBIO BOCCTAHABIHBATE
ropol, pyHH, eCliH eMy Hellb3d NPHIATh
nepBoOHAYANEHEI 0DnuK. Knop ZKak,
COTPYIHME chpaHiyzckoro Huerutyra
Maneuero Bocroka, moxaracr spef-
HBIM T10/IHOE BhIpYOaHHE PACTHTENLHO-
ctH, llepeBbst M KYCTAPHHKH JaXKe
MOJIE3HE], YTBEPXKIAET OH, MOCKOJIBKY
OHH 3alllHIIAKT XPaMbl OT NOXKIA H
cosHa, Hy:Ho npocTo KOHTPOJIHPO-
BATh HX POCT.

MHe Toxe KaXeTcd, YTO HEllhad
paspyLIaTh rapMOHHIO KaMHEH W pacTH-
TellbHoro Mupa, ToT, KTO MBITAETCH
MPEBPATHTE JIPEBHHA ropo/i-XpaM Kme-
POB B My3eli 1oJ, OTKPBITEIM HEOOM,
paspyluaer BommebCcTBO AHIKOpA.

A TIOKa BOTIPOC THCKYTHPYETCH, €11Ie
MOMKHO YBHIETE To, uTo Bunen 1. H e
MoOMONLIEID A3podhIoTa, BEIMOTHAIIE-
ro peiic Mockga - [IyGait - BeeHTbsH -
[MuomMmedns W 06paTHO, MOCETHTh 3TO
VIHBHTEILHOE MCCTO.
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